
morning 
18 sept 2022 
“tabernacle cardiff” 
sunday 10.30am & 6.00pm 
wednesday 7.30pm 

opening prayer 
hymn 274 
reading - acts 16v11-15 
notices | hymn 567 
children story  
main prayer 
hymn 615 
sermon - acts 16v14 
hymn 585 
closing prayer 

“closed 
and open” 
Act 16:14  And a certain 
woman named Lydia, a seller 
of purple, of the city of 
Thyatira, which worshipped 
God, heard us: whose heart 
the Lord opened, that she 
attended unto the things 
which were spoken of Paul. 

This morning we are in the 
same passage as this evening, 
where we are following the 

progress of the apostles as 
they enter into Europe.


The whole setting of this 
account has a sense of drama 
and importance. 


Our interest this morning is 
the heart of man, and whether 
the heart is closed or open to 
the gospel. 


closed heart      
The closed heart is closed to 
the approach of the gospel as 
some barricade or the walls of 
Jericho. The closed heart is 
an imprisoned heart, where 
the heart is in bondage to sin. 


The closed heart is a hard 
heart and especially hardened 
against the gospel. The 
closed heart is a determined 
heart and determined not to 

open to the gospel call. 


The closed heart is a hating 
heart as all men hate God and 
his ways. The closed heart is 
an angry heart which will 
suddenly show if the gospel 
gets too close. The closed 
heart is an opposing heart and 
can lead to men persecuting 
those who preach the gospel.


The closed heart is an 
indifferent heart and looks 
down on the gospel


The closed heart is a limited 
heart and may allow the 
gospel some access but no 
further. 


The closed heart is a wicked 
heart as it is a very sinful 
heart. The closed heart is a 
dead heart where you find a 
deathly stillness. 


open heart      
See then the miracle of the 
open heart which knows 
mighty power within and is 
drawn to the gospel. 


The open heart is a listening 
heart as we see mention of 

Lydia hearing the apostles. 


The open heart is an attending 
heart which speaks of the 
heart taking notice and 
responding.


The open heart is a simple 
heart. There is clarity and 
simplicity in belief. 


The open heart is a baptised 
heart in the sense it is all that 
baptism represents, with 
union to Christ and washing. 


The open heart is an open 
heart to the glorious advance 
and entrance of the gospel.


children story 
open hand  

   

 
Think of the open hand and 
how it can receive. Such is the 
open heart to Christ.




evening 
18 sept 2022 
“tabernacle cardiff” 
sunday 10.30am & 6.00pm 
wednesday 7.30pm 

opening prayer 
hymn 250 
reading - acts 16v11-15 
notices | hymn 927 
main prayer 
hymn 1107 
sermon - acts 16v11-15 
hymn 1109 
closing prayer 

“entrance  
into europe” 
Act 16:14  And a certain 
woman named Lydia, a seller 
of purple, of the city of 
Thyatira, which worshipped 
God, heard us: whose heart 

the Lord opened, that she 
attended unto the things 
which were spoken of Paul. 

There is a sense of drama and 
importance as the gospel 
enters Europe. This first step 
into Europe put in motion a 
gospel movement which 
would reach our shores 
around the year 200. 


the history    
We can see in the history 
leading up to this meeting 
where Lydia was saved great 
providences of God. 


We see the guiding hand of 
God closing the door to the 
apostles entering Asia Minor 
and then Bithynia. They find 
themselves in Troas, which 
was the chief port between 
Asia Minor and Macedonia.


There follows the remarkable 
vision at night to Paul of the 
man from Macedonia saying 
“Come over into Macedonia 
and help us”


We see the missionaries 
responding immediately and 

travelling to Macedonia, and 
entering Philippi. 

It was the practice of the 
apostle Paul to make first 
contact with the synagogue. It 
would seem there was no 
synagogue in Philippi, so Paul 
joins some women praying by 
the riverside. 


See the providences that 
brought them to this spot.


We see in the history of Lydia 
she was a seller of purple from 
Thyatira. Thyatira was in Asia 
Minor, where the Spirit closed 
the door to the apostles.


Thyatira specialised in purple 
dye which was used by the 
rich for purple clothing. Since 
Philippi was a Roman colony 
we find Lydia in Philippi to sell 
her goods. She also was 
religious and had been drawn 
to Judaism. 


See the providences that 
brought her to this spot. 


the heart   
We note how the Lord opened 
the heart of this woman to 

recieve the gospel. Only such 
power can open the heart. 


We see she listened and 
attended to the words of the 
missionaries. We can see here 
the call of God to the heart. 


We might speak of her 
listening as the general call, 
although already we sense 
there is more to this listening

than just hearing.


We might speak of her 
attending and responding to 
the words as the inward call of 
the heart, where she believed 
in Jesus Christ. 


the home    
The story continues as we see 
the open testimony of Lydia 
welcoming the missionaries to 
her home. We also see an 
open home, where possibly 
the church at Philippi was 
planted. Together we see an 
open heart and an open 
home. 


See the partnership of the 
Spirit with the church. As the 
saints do their gospel work 
God is with them. 


